
Final clean Text DOM ION Scanners (3-24-14) 1 

CHAPTER 5 – ADULT CUSTODY AND SECURITY OPERATIONS 

ARTICLE 19 — ARREST, SEARCH AND SEIZURE 
REVISED AUGUST 26, 2008   

 
[Sections 52050.1 through 52050.27.3 are unchanged] 
 
52050.28 Electronic Drug Detection Equipment 

Effective April 21, 2014 

The Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation has established a comprehensive drug and contraband 
interdiction program by implementing various drug and contraband interdiction strategies to prevent them from 
entering institutions.  Among these strategies is the use of Electronic Drug Detection Equipment (EDDE) such as 
ION mobility spectrometry technology (ION Scanners), which are non-invasive devices that simultaneously test 
for a wide range of narcotics in seconds, detecting their presence on hands, articles of clothing, mail, and other 
objects. 
 
52050.28.1 Drug Testing Coordinator 
 
Each institution shall designate a Drug Testing Coordinator (DTC) at the rank of sergeant or above.  The primary 
duties and responsibilities of the DTC are: 
 
• Ensuring the institution designates an Electronic Drug Detection Equipment Administrator (EDDEA) to 

provide technical assistance and ongoing training. 
• Ensuring all Electronic Drug Detection Equipment Operators (EDDEO) are properly trained. 
• Ensuring the institution maintains a sufficient stock of consumables. 
• Ensuring safety of installation and maintenance of EDDE. 
• Reviewing all drug testing logs for accuracy and completeness, and ensuring their submission to the 

Enhanced Drug and Contraband Unit (General Population Males Mission) by the 5th of each month. 
 
52050.28.2 Electronic Drug Detection Equipment Repair Technician  
 
The DTC shall ensure that an Electronic Drug Detection Equipment Repair Technician (EDDERT) is available 
to each institution to provide technical assistance via designated vendor contract.  The EDDERT shall: 

 
• Perform preventative maintenance as required by the equipment manufacturer. 
• Troubleshoot the EDDE as needed. 
• Ensure safe installation and maintenance of EDDE.  
• Provide training on the basic operation of the EDDE. 
• Remove and replace (field-replaceable) parts.  
• Conduct system test & alignment.  
• Conduct diagnostics and tests for the EDDE. 
• Calibrate and adjust the EDDE. 
 
52050.28.3 Electronic Drug Detection Equipment Administrator  
 
The Electronic Drug Detection Equipment Administrator (EDDEA) shall provide the following: 

• Troubleshoot the EDDE as needed.  
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• Ensure safe installation and maintenance of EDDE. 
• Ensure all EDDEO are properly trained. 
• Remove and replace (field-replaceable) parts. 
• Perform system start up maintenance procedures. 
• Calibrate and adjust the EDDE. 
 
52050.28.4 Electronic Drug Detection Equipment Operators 
 
The Electronic Drug Detection Equipment Operators (EDDEO) shall: 
• Maintain all equipment received. 
• Report any deficiencies and failures to the DTC.  
• Maintain all logs as required by this procedures manual.  
• Conduct daily, weekly, and monthly maintenance of the equipment by using the Electronic Drug Detection 

Equipment Shift Maintenance log prior to each shift.  
• Perform the start-up procedures and ensure verification of the operation of the system as set forth in the 

EDDE manufacturer’s instructions prior to each shift.  
• Ensure no person tampers with the equipment.  
• Ensure scans of inmates are conducted in accordance with departmental policy.  Operators conducting scans 

should swipe areas that the scan subjects would frequently touch with their hands (i.e., the front and back of 
their hands, front pockets, belt buckles, watch bands, shirt buttons, hair ornaments, and shoelaces). 
Operators shall not swipe a subject’s buttock, groin, or breast areas. 

 
52050.28.5 Searches 
 
EDDE may be used to search: inmates, packages, mail, and Department property brought onto institution 
grounds.  Equipment shall be used in accordance with the manufacturer’s instructions to avoid contamination of 
equipment operators and equipment. 
 
• Searches of Inmates 

 
If the presence of contraband is detected and confirmed, inmates shall be subject to an unclothed body 
search and ordered to submit to a urinalysis.  Inmates require only one positive scan to be considered 
positive due to the inability to be inadvertently contaminated with drug residue from a secondary source.  
All inmate testing shall be documented in the EDDE ION Scanner Results Log – Inmates Scanned log.  

 
• Searches of Packages, Mail 

 
• If the presence of contraband is detected and confirmed by the EDDE in packages or mail, the item(s) is 

to be confiscated and turned over to the ISU for investigation and disposition in accordance with  
Article 41, Inmate Mail. 

• All packages and mail testing shall be documented in the EDDE ION Scanner Results Log – Mail and 
Package log. 

 
52050.28.6 Training 
 
All EDDEO training shall be in accordance with the manufacturer’s/vendor’s guidelines.  The manufacturer 
shall conduct the initial training for all members.  Any required follow-up training or new operator training shall 
be conducted at designated facilities by approved staff.  The DTC shall be responsible for monitoring all 
training to ensure compliance with policy and uniformity of training methods. 
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[Sections 52050.28 and 52050.29 are renumbered] 
 
52050.29 Revisions  

Revised February 12, 2014 
The Director, Division of Adult Institutions, or designee shall ensure that the content of this Article is current 
and accurate. 
 
52050.30 References 

Revised February 12, 2014 
 
PC §§ 27, 830 - 849.5, 4030, 5054, 5058, and 11115.  
CCR §§ 3005, 3171, 3172, 3173, 3173.3, 3173.4, 3173.5, 3173.6, 3177, 3270, 3287, 3288, 3289, and 3292.  
GC § 3300, Public Safety Officers Bill of Rights.  
ACA Standards 2-4192. 
Estes v. Rowland, 14 Cal. App. 4th 508 (1993). 
 


